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Introduction

Watson Chapel School District recognize not all children learn the same. We recognize the
need to provide all children with the proper curriculum, ICT(informational and communication
technologies, highly trained educators, researched based interventions and specialists to
address the need of all children, especially children with IEPs, specific learning disabilities, and
dyslexia.

Watson Chapel School District will follow the Arkansas Department of Education Rules about
addressing the educational needs of students suspected or diagnosed with dyslexia.

These rules set forth the procedures outlined in Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-41-601 through 6-41-610
regarding screening, evaluation, and services for students with dyslexia or characteristics of
dyslexia who may or may not otherwise qualify for special education services under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. §§1400 et seq.

WCSD fully plan to implement and develop a dyslexia policy in line with Arkansas Department of Education
dyslexia policy 1268 that addresses the need of all children who demonstrate characteristics of dyslexia.

We will ensure all students receive multi-sensory, explicit, researched-based, and systematic
interventions delivered by a highly trained certified teacher, certified specialist or dyslexia
Interventionist, given with fidelity according to the author of the program utilized to address
the educational, social and emotional needs of the dyslexic student.

Student’s of all abilities may experience learning difficulties similar to students identified as
having dyslexia. We know that a student’s cognitive skills will sometimes exceed their literacy
skills. A student is identified as having characteristics of dyslexia and placed in a small group
setting for interventions will not be decided by a student’s phonological skills only.
Phonological skills attainment has a vital role in the development of children reading, writing
and spelling. Research evidence suggests that approximately 80% of dyslexic students have
problems with phonological processing.

Researchers have identified the linkage between children identified as dyslexia is in the
improper operation of a decoding process that performs the converting of grapheme to
phoneme at a sublexical level, known as phonological assembly (Coltheart et al., 1993).

We know word decoding ability accounts for a substantial proportion of the inconsistency in
students’ reading ability at all levels. Variation in word decoding skill is primarily the result of
differences in phonological abilities, rather than visual processes. Teachers will ensure
differentiation of the core curriculum will address the various abilities of all students.
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